The School Nativity Pl ay

Prop: one big knife Note to Director: a conplete
col l ection of nusic and sound

effects will be provided by
t he aut hor before your tech
rehearsal .



Cast of Characters

Actor 1: Sally (King Balthasar), Fire
Fi ghter
Actor 2: Leo, Lenny (Gabriel, Donkey,

Angel , King Mel chior)

Actor 3: Cat herine, G na (Captain
Joseph, Shepherd)

Actor 4. Ms. Dewey, Daphne (Mary,
| nnkeeper, King Caspar)



ACT |

Scene 1: Wel cone

In bl ack, we hear the first fewlines of a
beautiful rendition of Angels W Have Heard On
H gh by a soaring and angelic children’'s choir.
The nusic fades out as the |ights cone up on
Sally, a sexually mature six year old with an
endearing lisp. She stands center stage in front
of a closed curtain, wearing the same (bath)robe
that all children appearing in the play wll
wear. Sally has been chosen to play the Narrator
in our School Nativity Play. She is picking her
nose diligently, unaware of the audience in
front of her, lost in thought.

There are two enpty seats in the front row of
t he audi ence.

After sone tinme, Catherine, Sally’'s beautifully
prude and religious nother, enters the
auditoriumand finds her seat in the front row
She is texting.

Ms. Dewey, Sally’s stern first grade teacher
peeks out from behind the curtain and whispers
across the stage to Sally.

M5. DEVEY
Sal ly.
Sally is busy.
Sal | y!
SALLY
Gn! Uh, uh... along long long tinme ago..
M5. DEVEY
No! The introduction!
SALLY
What ?
M5. DEVEY
Start wth the introduction!
SALLY
On! K
Thi nks for a nonment. Forgets what she’s doing
and returns to picking her nose.
V5. DEVEY
Oh forget it.
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Ms. Dewey cones out from behind the curtain to
address the audi ence.
Good evening | adies and gentl enen and wel cone to the
Saint Patrick Suzuki School for the Gfted s annua
Nativity Play.

Bef ore she can finish her sentence, the curtain
begins to open and the Nativity nusic begins to
pl ay.

No! Not yet! We haven't started yet!

SOUND TECHNI Cl AL
Qops.

The nusic stops and the curtain slowy closes
while Ms. Dewey conposes herself.

At the sanme tine, Leo, a fun-loving and proud
father swiftly enters the auditorium

LEO
Excuse ne. Sorry. Sorry. Excuse ne.

He finds his seat next to Catherine.
Have | m ssed anythi ng?

CATHERI NE
Not really.

LEO
Your kid in this?

Sally has a sneaky pick.

CATHERI NE
... yes.

LEO
My son is, too.

Cat heri ne fakes a smle.

MB. DEVEY
Look, let’s just get this ball rolling, shall we?
Featuring Ms. Sally Sl ackley as tonight’s Narrator,
am proud to present our first grade production of The
Nativity.

Ms. Dewey di sappears behind the curtain as Sally
proudly waves to her nother in the front row.

The curtain opens and heavy netal mnusic bl ares

out of the speakers for a couple of seconds
bef ore st oppi ng.
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SCOUND TECHNI CI AL
Sorry!

Scene 2: The Annunci ati on

Beautiful Nativity nusic begins and plays softly
under the play.

NARRATOR
Along time ago, in a town far far away... called
Nazareth, there lived a girl called Mary.

Daphne, a delicate six year old who is
frightened of nost things, enters and sits on
the ground center stage. Daphne will play the
role of Mary in the Nativity Play, and is played
by the sane actress who plays Ms. Dewey. She
m mes sew ng.
She was beautiful and full of |ove, and she wanted to
| ove God a | ot.

LEO
Uh oh. That burrito. 1'Il be right back!

Leo quickly exits holding his stonach.

NARRATOR
One day, while Mary was sewi ng her dress, an ange
appeared to her. It was the Angel Gabriel.

Lenny, a nervous six year old who is constantly
nauseous, enters. Lenny will play the role of
Gabriel in the Nativity Play, and is played by
t he sane actor who plays Leo.

GABRI EL
Hail Mary, full of grace.

NARRATOR
Mary was a little frightened when she saw the angel.

Seeing this, the angel said:

GABRI EL
Don't be afraid, Mary. | have great news for you. God
has sent ne to tell you that you are going to have a
child and he will be called Jesus.

Lenny burps sonething rancid. Sally snells
sausages.

MARY
But how can that happen when | am not married?

GABRI EL
You will be filled with the Holy Spirit.
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MARY
| am happy to do what CGod wants.

NARRATOR
And the angel |eft her.

Lenny exits.
NARRATOR
Sone tine later, Mary got married to Joseph, a
carpenter who lived in the same village, and they
settled down to live together
Daphne exits.

Leo returns fromthe bathroomto his seat in the

audi ence.
LEO
Have | m ssed anyt hi ng?
CATHERI NE
| think your son was just on.
LEO
Oh no!
CATHERI NE
At least | think it was your son. He | ooked just |ike
you.
Cat herine’s phone rings. She |ooks to see who it
iS.
Shi t!
Cat herine runs off to answer her phone.
Scene 3: The announcenent of the
census
Mlitary march nusic begins and plays softly
under the play.
NARRATOR

A few days later, the Roman soldiers, lead by a
captain, had cone to nmake an inportant announcenent.

G na, a six year old who enjoys burning ants
with a magni fying glass, nmarches onto stage with
a big knife as a sword held high. Gna will play
the role of the roman Captain, and is played by
t he sanme actress who plays Catherine.

CAPTAI N

Qui ck march! Left right, left right, left right,
troops halt!
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Ms. Dewey | aunches hersel f onstage and grabs the
knife from G na.

M5. DEWEY

What have | told you about this?

Ms. Dewey exits with the knife.

CAPTAI N

[ Under his breath] Bitch.

M5. DEVWEY

[from of f stage] What was t hat ?!

CAPTAI N

Hear ye, hear ye. The Enperor, Caesar Augustus, wants
to know how many people are living in this |and, so
everyone is to go to the town where they were born to
be counted. Anyone disobeying the enmperor will be
puni shed! Sol diers, ready march! R ght left, right
left, right left.

G na nmarches of f the stage

LEO
Uh oh.
Runs of f hol ding his stomach.
Scene 4: The Journey to Bethl ehem
Beautiful Nativity nusic begins and plays softly
under the play.
NARRATOR

Now Joseph was froma town which was mles away from
Nazareth, so that neant that he and Mary had to set
off on a long journey to Bethl ehem

Mary (played by Daphne) and Joseph (played by
G na) ride on stage atop a donkey (played by
Lenny). Lenny nakes the ocassi onal donkey
noi ses. Maki ng donkey noi ses makes Lenny feel
si ck. G na thinks Daphne is hot.
It was winter tinme and it was very cold. Even the
little donkey that carried Mary was feeling cold.

Lenny sneezes.

JOSEPH

On Mary, | wish we didn't have to go to Bethl ehem at
this time of the year, especially now that you are
expecting a baby. I'mso worried about you. | hope
you don't catch cold. You so fine.
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MARY
Don't worry Joseph. Wait till you see, everything
will work out fine. God will |ook after us.

Song: (Little Donkey)

Little donkey, little donkey wal ki ng al ong the
dusty road

Carrying Mary and her new baby

Al'l along that dusty road.

He’'s got a long way to go.

Fol l owi ng a star, high above the road

| feel sorry for the donkey

Because he carries a heavy | oad.

(Daphne, G na, and Lenny exit)

Scene 5. The I nnkeepers’

Conventi on

Beautiful Nativity nusic begins and plays softly
under the play.

NARRATOR
But when Mary and Joseph arrived at Bethl ehem there
were so many ot her people there to be counted that
all of the hotels and inns seened to be full up.
There was no room anywher e.

| nnkeeper, played by Daphne, wal ks onto stage

Leo returns to his seat in the audience.

LEO
[to random audi ence nmenber behind hin] Have | ni ssed
anyt hi ng?
| NNKEEPER
Gosh, it’s busy these days. W re conpl etely booked
up. I'mglad Caesar wanted to find out how many
people were living here - it has been great for
busi ness.
Then there’s a knock at the door and G na cones
on stage as Joseph. He's shivering with the
col d.
JOSEPH
Excuse ne. | was wondering would you have a room
where ny wife and | can stay for the night.
| NNKEEPER
Absol ut el y!

G na smacks Daphne across the head. Leo | aughs a
little too |oud.
| mean, sorry, we're all booked up. There’s no room
You' | | have go sonewhere el se.
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JOSEPH
But we have tried every inn in Bethlehem You are our
| ast hope. Please help us. My wife is going to have a
baby very soon. She can’t stay out in the cold.

| NNKEEPER
Sorry, that’s your problem

Fl i nches, anticipating another smack.
You' || have to go now.

G na | ooks very upset, and turns to | eave.

| NNKEEPER
No wait - | think I can help you. There’'s a stable at
t he back of our house. It’s not nuch, but at | east
you' || be out of the cold. You can go there

i medi at el y.

JOSEPH
Ch, thank you! May God reward you for your kindness.

Scene 6: The Shepherds and Angel s

Beautiful Nativity nusic begins and plays softly
under the play.

NARRATOR
Now, around Bet hlehemthere were lots of little
hills, where sheep used to graze.

Sheep noi ses are heard from backst age.
The shepherds who | ooked after them had to sl eep out
in the open at night.

A shepherd, played by G na, steps out on stage
but stops i medi ately.

NARRATOR AND SHEPHERD
At night!

SOUND TECHNI CI AN
Sorry!

Li ghts go out and Daphne runs on with a
hand-hel d light, holding it as high as she can
to represent a star.

DAPHNE
[trenbling, to herself] | don’t like the dark

LEO
Oh Jesus. ..

Leo rushes to the bat hroom agai n.
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SHEPHERD
The sky looks really lovely tonight. |1’ve never seen
so many stars and they' re so bright.

NARRATOR
As he is admiring the stars, suddenly an angel
appears in the sky, and the whole sky seens to be |it
up with the light that comes from him

The Angel, played by Lenny, funbles his way
onst age, knocking over Daphne and the star and
tripping over Gna in the process. G na is about
to punch hi mwhen the |ights conme up
The shepherd junps up with a fright. This wakes up
t he ot her shepherds, who | ook up at the angel with
great fear.

Lenny swal | ows a burp.

ANCGEL
Do not be afraid. | have great news for you. Today
Jesus has been born. He is the saviour of the world.
You will find himlying in a manger in a stable in

Bet hl ehem Just follow the star and it will take you
there. And don’t worry about your sheep because God
wll |ook after them

SHEPHERD
|’d better go quickly to find Jesus. I’'ll bring him
this little baby lanb as a gift.

Song: (Angels we have heard)
G ory hole, an excellent day-o (X2)
(The shepherds and Angel hurry off the stage.)

Scene 7: The Three Wse Kings

Beautiful Nativity nusic begins and plays softly
under the play.

NARRATOR
Meanwhi | e, sonme way off, three kings were naking
their way through the night... | said, the night!

SOUND TECHNI Cl AN
Got chal

Lights go out. Sally holds up the star |ight.

NARRATOR
They had been traveling for nonths, riding their
canel s, thousands of mles. They cane fromdifferent
parts of the world and had nmet by chance, follow ng a
bri ght star which had appeared in the sky. Because
they were wise nmen, they realised that the star was a
sign that the King of the world had been born.
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Lenny cones riding on as King Melchior.

KI NG MELCHI OR
|’ mso tired. How much | onger do we have to travel
before we find hinP

Daphne cones riding on as King Caspar.

KI NG CASPAR
Let us not give up hope. It can’t be too nmuch further
Now.

G na, from backstage, refuses to cone on as King
Bal t hasar. The other kings are still riding
t heir canel s.

G NA
Forget it!
NARRATOR
G na, you're supposed to play King Balthasar
G NA
| wanna be the star.
NARRATOR

[thinks about it] Fine. You can be the stupid star!

G na runs on and takes the star light from
Sally. Sally takes her place next to the other
two kings and starts riding her canel as King
Bal t hasar .

KI NG BALTHASAR
| think the star is getting lower in the sky. Mybe
we are getting closer. Cone on - let’s hurry up

Song: (We Three Kings)

Oh, oh, Stevie Wnder, M chael N ght
Star of karaoke night,

Hai r recedi ng, necks are bl eeding,
Victins of a vanpire bite

Lenny, G na, and Daphne exit. Lights come up
Scene 8: The Stable at Bethl ehem

Beautiful Nativity nusic begins and plays softly
under the play.

NARRATOR
Just as the angels had said, baby Jesus had been born
in the stable at Bet hl ehem

Daphne and G na enter with the baby Jesus. G ne

also enters with the big knife in her hand
because she thinks it would be funny.
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Daphne snatches the knife from G na.

MARY
Not funny.

Daphne throws the knife off stage.

LENNY
[ of f stage] Quch!!

NARRATOR
Mary, his nother, wapped himup in swaddling clothes
and laid himin a manger. And then both she and
Joseph gazed at himw th |love. They could hardly
believe their eyes. Jesus, the saviour of the world,
had been born, and he was going to be living with
t hem

Daphne and G na kneel before the baby Jesus.
And then the shepherd arrived.

After a nonent, G na | ooks around and then
darts off stage and re-enters immedi ately as the
shepherd.

SHEPHERD
Oh, this nust be it. Look there' s that baby! Ww, the
savi our of the world!

The shepherd falls on his knees before the baby.

MARY
We are happy you are here to share our joy. This is a
day that we wll always renenber.

Song: Away in a Manger

(The nusic begins but the children tell the
sound technician to turn it off before the
si ngi ng begins.)

MARY AND SHEPHERD AND NARRATOR
[adl i bs] OK, that’s enough! No nore songs! Pl ease!
Real | y, anot her one?? Come on!

NARRATOR
And then the three wise kings arrived and they too
kneel ed before the baby Jesus.

Lenny rides in on his canel and innmedi ately
kneel s, suffering fromnotion sickness.

KI NG MELCHI OR
At | ast we have found you. Qur search was not in
vain. Here is nmy gift for the saviour - a casket of
gol d.

Daphne stands, darts off, and cones right back
on riding her canel and i medi ately kneels.
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KI NG CASPAR
| bring you a gift fromny native land -
frankincense. | give it to you, Jesus, with all ny
heart.

Sally begins riding her canel around the manger
and eventual |y kneel s.

KI NG BALTHASAR
And here is ny gift - myrrh, a precious spice from
the orient. W want to give you these gifts on behalf
of all of the people of the world, to say that you
are the only Kking.

Sally runs back to her Narrator position.

NARRATOR
And then the shepherd said..

Sally runs to King Balthasar position as G na
runs to shepherd position, arriving at the sane
tinme.

SHEPHERD
And | brought you a gift too - alittle lanb, on
behal f of all the children of the world - to say that
you are wel conme to our | and.

Daphne runs to Mary position as Sally runs to
Narrator position, arriving at the sanme tine.
Lenny feels very sick.

MARY
| am sure that baby Jesus is very happy with all of
your gifts, but nost of all because you have given
hi m your hearts as well.

Sally runs fromher Narrator position, realized
that the Narrator is the last to speak, and then
returns to the Narrator position.

NARRATOR
Baby Jesus brings the light of |ove into the world, a
| ove that touches each one of us. So now we |ight a
candl e to synbolise the birth of his I ove within us.
Let us bring this light out into the world to each
person we neet.

Silent Night has begun to play as each child,
now surroundi ng the baby Jesus, |lights a candle
and exits one at a tine to the wings. The nusic
continues as we hear a horrible fire begin to

bl aze backstage. The sound of a fire engine in

t he di stance grows | ouder and | ouder and we hear
t he chil dren panicking backstage until a fire
fighter, played by the sane actress that plays
Sally, runs out into the audi ence and shouts
over the deafening siren, blaze, and screans.
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FI RE FI GHTER

Al | sounds stop.
Have a very Merry Chri st nas.

Bl ack out

12.



